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Five Little Turkeys  
 
Five little turkeys by the barn door, 
One waddled off, then there were 
four. 
Four little turkeys out under the tree, 
One waddled off, then there were 
three. 
Three little turkeys with nothing to do, 
One waddled off, then there were two. 
Two little turkeys in the noonday sun, 
One waddled off, then there was one. 
One little turkey—better run away! 
Soon will come Thanksgiving Day! 
 
Mr. Turkey  
(If You’re Happy and You Know It) 
 
Hello, Mr. Turkey, how are you? 
Hello, Mr. Turkey, how are you? 
With a gobble, gobble, gobble, 
And a wobble, wobble, wobble, 
Hello,  Mr. Turkey, how are you? 
 
My Turkey  
 
I have a turkey big and fat. 

He spreads his wings 
(Fan hands at hips.) 
And walks like that. 
(Struts back and forth.) 
His daily corn he would not miss, 
(Pretend to eat corn.) 
And when he talks, he sounds like 
this— 
Gobble, gobble, gobble. 
 
Gobble, Gobble Song  
(Pop Goes the Weasel) 
 
A turkey is a funny bird, 
His head goes wobble, wobble. 
He know just one funny word, 
It’s Gobble, Gobble, Gobble 
 
Mr. Turkey  
 
Mr. Turkey’s tail is big and wide, 
He swings it when he walks. 
His neck is long, 
His chin is red 
And he gobbles when he talks. 
 
Mr. Turkey is so tall and proud. 

He dances on his feet. 
And on each Thanksgiving Day, 
He’s something good to eat. 
 
I’m Mr. Turkey  
 
I’m Mr. Turkey, Turkey, Turkey 
I’m Mr. Turkey Big and Fat. 
I’ve got feathers, feathers, feathers, 
I’ve got feathers down my back. 
When I walk I wobble, wobble, wob-
ble, 
When I talk I gobble, gobble, gobble. 
I’m Mr. Turkey, Turkey, Turkey 
I’m Mr. Turkey Big and Fat. 
 

Does your perception of this family change using 
these assumptions?  Do you find that it may be 
easier interacting with parents using a different 
(more positive) perspective? 
 
 Taken from “From Parents to Partners – Building 
a Family-Centered Early Childhood Program” by 
Janis Keyser 
 
If you need assistance with 
resources for the families in 
your program or ideas for 
classroom family involvement, 
contact Whitney Leone, PEAK 
Family Engagement Specialist, 
at 610-326-1610 extension 233 
or wleone@fsmontco.org. 
 
Remember to notify Whitney if 
you have special activities planned for your 
families. 

The following list describes assumptions about families 
under a strengths-based perspective: 
 
 All people are basically good�
· All people have strengths�
· All people have different but equally important skills, 
abilities, and knowledge�
· All people need support and encouragement�
· All families have hopes, dreams, and wishes for their 
children�
· Families are resourceful, but all families do not have 
equal access to resources�
· Families should be assisted in ways that help them 
maintain their dignity and hope�
Families should be equal partners in the relationship with 
service providers�
 
Think about a family that you feel uncomfortable or chal-
lenged by.  Look at each assumption in the list above, 
and think about this family.  If it is difficult to apply all of 
the assumptions to this family, start with just one or two.  
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Vocabulary Development 
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Read Stone Soup to the children. 
Send a note home to parents describ-
ing the activity and requesting that 
they send in a specific ingredient. 
 
Soup Recipe 
1 clean river stone 
2 potatoes 
2 celery sticks 
2 cans of chicken 
2 to 4 cups water 
2 carrots 
1 small onion 
2 cans chicken broth 
1 small box of macaroni (pre-cooked) 
Salt and pepper to taste 
 
Help children wash the vegetables. 
Help the children cut the vegetables 

into bite-sized pieces and then add 
them to the big pot. Cut potatoes 
lengthwise so the children can cut 
them easily into smaller pieces. 
Supervise this step closely. 
 
Put the river stone into the pot. 
Encourage the children to add the 
chicken broth, chicken and water. 
(Do not add the macaroni until the 
soup is ready to serve). 
 
Bring the soup to a boil, then sim-
mer for about 30-40 minutes (adult 
only). 
 
Remove the pot from the heat 
(adult only) and add the macaroni. 
Let it cool slightly 

Pour the soup into bowls and serve it 
with crackers. 
 
While eating, talk 
about who 
brought in which 
ingredient and 
how important it 
was to make the 
soup complete. 
Discuss the 
changes in the 
consistency of 
the vegetables 
after cooking. Ask 
how the soup 
might have been different. What part did 
the stone play? 
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Materials for Developing Fine Motor Skills 

Children need to manipulate many different types of  
materials to develop the fine-muscle control for 
writing. Use the ideas below for adding materials t o 
your center areas to focus on fine-motor develop-
ment. 
· Stringing beads:  Use cut, colored straw pieces, 
painted macaroni, wooden beads, etc.  String, yarn, 
shoelaces,  pipe cleaners can be used for stringing. 
· Pop-beads 
· Pegboards 
· Roll small balls of clay using fingertips and arrange 
into pictures. 
· Hide small objects in balls of clay and locate/take 
out using fingers. 
· Pop packaging material. 
· Clothespins:  Open and close as they are placed on 
cardboard boxes, cans, etc.  Paints letters, numbers, 
colors, etc. on them for games to play. 
· Lacing cards:  Make with cardboard and a hole-
puncher in various shapes. 
· Stamp pads with small handled rubber stamps. 
· Lite Bright game with construction paper placed 
under the design. 
· Sort birdseed with tweezers. 
· Interlocking blocks 
· Tissue paper collage pictures:  roll tissue paper in 
fingers into balls and glue onto paper in various de-
signs. 
· Use tweezers to pick up mini-marshmallows, corn-
flakes, etc. without breaking or crushing them. 
 

· Blocks:  build towers and structures following pat-
terns 
· Puzzles 
· Nuts and bolts games 
· Screw and unscrew jar lids 
· Bottle tops:  put on/off (various colors and sizes 
can be used to mix and match.) 
· Finger-painting 
· Make paper objects by folding paper pieces (hats, 
boats, airplanes, fans, etc.) 
· Magnet games:  Pick up small metal objects, 
such as paperclips and safety pins, using magnets. 
· Stand up dominoes on their narrow ends and 
knock them over to see the domino effect. 
· Fishing games:  Tie a magnet on a string tied to a 
pole and try to catch paper fish with paperclips on 
them. 
· Tear out pages of old phone books, one at a time, 
and crumple them.  Then, toss them into a basket 
target.  
· Make hole puncher pictures.  Vary the weight and 
thickness of the paper used. 
· Play tug-of-war with small diameter objects such 

as plastic lacing, coffee 
stirrers, etc. 

 


