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Mary Rieck, PEAK Coordinator 
Emily Baddeley, Pre-K Coach 
Whitney Leone, Family Engage-

ment Specialist 
Kathy Perry 
Early Childhood Health Specialist 
Sue Yocom 
Resource Development Specialist 

Jeff Sparagana Ed D  
Director of Education and Human 
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Every child in Pottstown will enter 

Kindergarten ready to learn and 
achieve. 

Reduced Special Education Placement for 
PEAK Public-Private Partnership Students 
The results of the three year study of the  Pottstown three and four-year-old children in-

volved in the Pre-K Counts in Pennsylvania for Youngsters’ Early School Success re-

search evaluation were recently compiled by the University of Pittsburgh. Significant find-
ings for the Pottstown students include: 

· Children at-risk and with developmental delays at entry showed significant gains in 

acquiring age-expected spoken language, reading, classroom behavior, and daily liv-

ing skills   

· 93% of Pre-K Counts children met critical early school success competencies in the 

Pennsylvania Early Learning Standards at transition to kindergarten 

· Pre-K Counts children dramatically reduced the historical special education placement 

rates in their school districts 

Dr. Stephen Bagnato, University of Pittsburgh, will pre-

sent the research findings at the PEAK Annual Meeting 

on June 9, 2010 and discuss the implications for Potts-
town.  
 

Additional information concerning the study, Pre-K 

Counts in Pennsylvania for Youngsters’ Early School 

Success, funded by the Heinz Foundation, can be found 
at www.heinz.org. 

Study finds reduced 
special education 
costs for children 
enrolled in high 
quality preschool 
programs. 

PEAK Receives Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear 
Hugs Foundation Grants 

PEAK received two grants from the Build-

A-Bear Workshop Bear Hugs Foundation. 

One grant will support the health and well-
ness initiative through vision and hearing 

screenings for children at community part-

ner programs. The other grant will focus 

on family engagement through take-home 
literacy activities for families to use with 

their children.      

The Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear Hugs 

Foundation is committed to making life 

more bearable for the children, families 
and pets who are in need of a helping 

paw. With the sale of each Read 

Teddy—a special furry friend available in 

all Build-A-Bear Workshop® stores—one 
dollar is donated to the First Book and 

other literacy programs throughout the 

United States and Canada. 



Screenings at PEAK Partner Sites 
 

Donation from Wegman’s  

Wegman’s in Collegeville donated 
200 stuffed animals to children in the 
PEAK partner programs. 

PEAK Annual Meeting 

 

June 9, 2010 
11:30-1:00 

Montgomery County Com-

munity College 

 
Featured Guest:  

Dr. Stephen Bagnato  

University of Pittsburgh 

”Many thanks to PEAK 
and most of all to the 
teachers who make it 
their lives to teach 
children.” 
            PEAK Parent 

Hearing, vision, dental and lead screenings were 

available during the 2009-2010 school year for the 

children enrolled at PEAK community partner sites. 
PEAK worked with VNA Community Services to 

provide the hearing and vision screenings. Mobile 

Dentists visited the sites for dental screenings and 

Montgomery County Health Department will offer 
lead screenings in May and June.  

· 132 Vision Screenings 

· 185 Hearing screenings 

· 45 Dental screenings 

Through United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania funding, PEAK implements a 

work force development initiative to increase staff recruitment and retention at four 

partner programs. The strategies implemented by the partners have resulted in an 
overall staff retention rate of 88% with two programs having 100% retention of full-

time employees.  

Twenty-seven teachers at the partner programs are enrolled in higher education 

classes with 15 taking classes at Montgomery County Community College and 11 
working on 4-year or graduate degrees. One director commented, “The impact of 

these funds has resulted in a more highly qualified, appreciative, dedicated and 

higher performing staff who is more likely to stay with us and be motivated to con-

stantly improve our program for children.” 

PEAK Work Force Development Initiative 

PEAK Parent Comments 
“I have seen so much progress with all of my children 
when they attended the pre-school programs. I am even 
more impressed with the skills that my youngest son 
has shown this past year, with his sight word reading, 
social skills and cognitive development. He retains in-
formation from school, and shows me his work or tells 
me about his day. He enjoys his friends and teachers 
and says he likes school and the work that he is given. I 
have nothing but accolades for the staff and program.” 



Expanded Early Childhood Services in Pottstown 

Services to Pottstown’s families with young children 

have increased with two new programs recently 

funded to serve the Pottstown community. Maternity 
Care Coalition was successful in an expansion grant 

request to begin providing Early Head Start in Potts-

town. Sixty at-risk families in Pottstown will be served 

through Early Head Start including pregnant women, a 
home visitation component and center-based class-

rooms. This provides an important addition to Potts-

town’s early childhood work focusing on the infant and 

toddler age group.  

Friendship House received a three-year grant to replicate 

the Parent and Child Home Program in the greater Potts-

town area. The Parent and Child Home Program is a liter-
acy focused home visitation program targeting at-risk chil-

dren between the ages of two and four-years-old. In twice-

weekly home visits (over a period of two years), a trained 

home visitor models for the parent and child play, verbal 
interaction and reading activities that create a language-

rich home environment and promote positive-parenting 

skills. PEAK welcomes the addition of both new programs 

and services to the Pottstown community.  

Celebrating the Month of the Young Child at Sites 

The PEAK community partner early learning sites celebrated the Month of the Young Child with guest readers, ac-

tivities by the Pottstown Public Library, and special events. PEAK provided 500 copies of the featured book for the 

2010 One Book Campaign, What a Treasure!, to all of the three and four year old children at partner sites. 
Congressman Jim Gerlach and Pennsylvania State Representative Tom Quigley visited Montgomery Early Learning 

Centers to read to classes and answer questions. The children’s librarian from the Pottstown Public Library visited 

sites and provided special classroom activities relating to What a Treasure! such as crawling through a tunnel like 

the mole in the book.  

Thank you to Pottstown Rotary 
Club and Pottstown Rotary Com-
munity Endowment Fund for a do-
nation to support the purchase of 
the books for the One Book Cam-
paign. 



Month of the Young Child 2010 

 

 

 
 

PA Children’s Trust Fund 
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Thank you to the PILOT (Pottstown 
Influential Leaders of Tomorrow) stu-
dents for monitoring the moon bounce! 


